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Dear Friends, 
 
What will a new year bring? 
 
Last year brought me 800 miles.  Last year brought me a lot of good-
byes and a lots of hellos.  Last year brought me to a new church, a 
new pulpit, and a new home. 
 
What will next year bring? 
 
For Mt. Sinai Congregational Church, last year brought the ordina-
tion of Mary Larson, a new minister, a new music director, and even 
a new parking lot! 
 
What will next year bring? 
 
If I had a crystal ball  or some way to know, I’m not sure I would 
want to.  Would you?  I mean, there have been some amazing jour-
neys that life has brought me on and God has seen me through that 
I am not sure I would have begun had I known what the hard parts 
in the middle looked like. 
 
I hope the new year sees me graduate from the Doctor of Ministry in 
Preaching program.  I hope the new year is one of growth for our 
church, in depth of our faith, in wideness of our welcome, in height 
of our praise, and in lengths we would go to in service to others. 
 
I hope the new year sees each of us healthier, happier, more whole. 
 
Whatever the new year brings, let us love God by serving our 
neighbors, and let us serve God by loving our neighbors. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 

Phil 



 

 

A message from the Moderator 
 

Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do  you not perceive it? 
   

   Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

Certainly, one of the more promising human constructs about January is the idea that we can have a “do over” 
because it’s a new year.  If we had disappointments, learned bad habits, made mistakes, forgot to nurture          
relationships in the “old” year, January presents us with the opportunity evaluate our “former” behaviors and 
make positive adjustments in our ways of being in the world. We can begin again. 
 
To that end, I have been evaluating my work as your moderator to see where I have strayed from the job           
definition in our new bylaws. Basically, the moderator’s is the task of communication. I think I’ve probably fallen 
short on this, and I resolve to do better. 
 
You know, communication has to be received in order for it to happen, so I also encourage you to read the        
bulletin items each Sunday, visit the church website and Facebook page, read the Old Man’s News, and study the 
bulletin boards in the fellowship hall. Also, did you know that you can access all ministry board and Council      
meeting minutes through Jenn in the church office? 
 
We have a new ministry board: Faith Formation. Its lead is our minister, Rev. Phil, and its activities involve all      
aspects of Christian education and adult programs. In addition, we have two new board leads: Melanie Keister 
for Worship and Sacraments and Dennis Murphy for Congregational Nurture. And, we have a new music           
director, Xin Ben Yu, who would love to hear from you if you might like to sing in the choir or if you play an       
instrument. Of course we continue to operate with the Missions (Bruce Texeira), Finance (Terry Burke), and    
Personnel (me) boards. Maybe some of these activities are calling your name? All of us would love to hear from 
you! 
 
What new thing might you like to try for your church in 2019? 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
January 18 - 25 

Justice and only justice you shall pursue 
~  Deuteronomy 16: 18-20 

Mission Ministry Board 

 

Island Heart Food Pantry – Serving our Community 

    Adults    Children    Over 60     Total     Families 

November 2018    688       492             180           1360         324 



 

 

The Men’s Breakfast Group - Come be a part of the Men's Breakfast group. The group 
meets on alternative Wednesdays* starting at 7:30 a.m. at Zona Out East Diner        
located at 400 Route 25A in Rocky Point.  It is a buy-your-own event where men enjoy 
a range of low calorie (mainly oatmeal) to a host of higher calorie breakfasts. We have 
a motto, “What happens at the Men's Breakfast stays at the Men's Breakfast.” Need 
we say more? There is no fixed agenda but conversation flows freely. Come join us. 
No matter who you are or what you eat you are welcome. 
 
*Since many of you sometimes forget things, your e-mail can be placed on our             
distribution list with a reminder of which Wednesday we are meeting. E-mail our          
Information Director Bob Schultz at bobschultzny@gmail.com.  

 

 

Coffee Talk - Everyone is invited to join us for coffee and conversation at Sound Beach Diner (formerly 
George’s Kitchen) Sound Beachon a bi-weekly basis.  This is an informal "group" and we’ll talk about a lot of 
different things depending on where the conversation leads us.  For more information please call the church 
office at 631-473-1582. 
 Time:   9:00 am 
 Location: Sound Beach Diner (formerly George’s Kitchen) Sound Beach 
 Dates:  January 10th and 24th   
 
Lunch Bunch– Lunch Bunch will be meeting on January 9th  
The Women's Lunch Bunch meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 12:00 pm.  Please call Marian 
Andersen at 631-744-9696 if you plan on attending. We meet at  different local restaurants each month. This is 
a buy-your-own event where you are welcome to order whatever you like. There is a lot of great conversation 
and getting to know new people or touching base with those you have known for years.  Come and join us. 
 

 

Grief Support Group 
 

If you have suffered a loss and you are looking for a safe place to come to be with others who are trying to deal 

with and process loss, you are welcome to join the grief support group offered at Mt. Sinai Congregational 

Church. We are starting a new group in January. The group is a peer facilitated group led by a member of the 

Caring Ministry Team. The group will meet weekly for eight weeks at 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays beginning January 

19, 2019, Four booklets called “Journeying Through Grief”  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

by Kenneth Haugk are used as a guide in our       

meetings. We meet at the church for an hour to an 

hour and a half depending on the size of the group.  

There is no fee but we do request that you call the 

church office at 631-473-1582 to register so we know 

how many to expect. We will offer the group           

beginning January 19th if three or more people         

register. If you have any questions or want to register 

please call the church office and Jenn Piccolo, Church 

Administrator will assist you or put you in touch with 

Diane Corson, the group facilitator. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There is a possibility that any events on the calendar may change throughout the month. Any changes or updates can be found in the 
bulletin, on the website, or announced during worship services. 

 

Weekly Meetings (Unless otherwise noted) 
Mondays 7:30pm Friendly Circle (Conference Room) 

Wednesdays 5:30pm Yoga (Big Room), 7:15pm - Interfaith Meditation Group (meets in the Sanctuary) 
Thursdays 5:00 pm - Girl Scouts (Voorhees Hall), Fridays 9:30am - Yoga (Big Room) 

 

January 1 - January 5 

Tuesday  New Years Day (Office Closed) 

Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (Zona Out East Diner) 
   10:00am - Bible Study (Conference Room) 
Thursday  7:00pm - Rainbow Roots Support Group  
   

January 6 - January 12 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   9:00am - Youth Education Meeting 
   10:00am – Communion Sunday Worship Service and Sunday School and Youth Group 
Wednesday  10:00am - Bible Study (Conference Room) 
   12:00pm - Lunch Bunch  
Thursday  9:00am - Coffee Talk (Sound Beach Diner) 
    

January 13 - January 19 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   10:00am – Worship Service (Sunday School and Youth Group Food Drive) 
   4:00pm - Three Village Chamber Players Concert  
Monday  7:00pm - Building and Grounds  
   7:00pm - Course in Miracles (Big Room) 
Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (Zona Out East Diner) 
   10:00am - Suffolk Association Church in Ministry Meeting (Conference Room) 
   10:00am - Bible Study (Voorhees Hall) 
Saturday  10:00am - Grief Support Group (Voorhees Hall) 
   7:00pm - Private Party (Voorhees Hall)   
 

January 20 - January 26 

Sunday  8:30am – Worship Service 
   10:00am – Worship Service and Sunday School and Youth Group  
Monday  Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Office Closed) 
Wednesday  10:00am - Bible Study (Conference Room) 
   7:00pm - Council Meeting (Conference Room)  

Thursday  9:00am - Coffee Talk (Sound Beach Diner) 
Saturday  7:00pm - Songwriters Showcase (Voorhees Hall) 
 

January 27 - January 31 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   10:00am – Welcome Worship Service and Sunday School and Youth Group 
Monday  7:00pm - Course in Miracles (Big Room) 
Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (Zona Out East Diner) 
   10:00am - Bible Study (Conference Room) 


