
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

Mt. Sinai Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

233 North Country Road 
Mt. Sinai, NY  11766 
Phone: 631-473-1582 

Fax: 631-474-0556 
 

Rev. Ronald Wood 
ronaldfwood@icloud.com 

 
Mary Larson, Licensed Minister 

mary_larson@optonline.net 
 

George Moravek, Organist 
masqued88@optimum.net  

 
Caroline Lavopa,  

Christian Education Director 
clavopa@optonline.net 

 
Jennifer Piccolo, 

 Church Administrator 
mscc1@optonline.net  

 

Find Us Online 
 

Email 
If you want to be added to our 

email list, email 
mscc1@optonline.net 

 
Website 

www.msucc.org

 

Early Service - 8:30 am worship includes Communion on a weekly 

basis. The Early Service is a meditative Communion                            

service. Beginning in silence you will be led in prayer, readings 

from scripture, a short  devotional and then be served               

Communion. 

 

Traditional Sunday Worship is at 10:00 am every Sunday. Sunday 

School is held during our 10:00am service.  We celebrate              

Communion the first Sunday of each month during our regular 

worship times. Sunday School will be in session on Communion 

Sundays where we explore the elements of Communion and   

continue to learn the Lord’s Prayer. Children will remain in        

service for the first 15 minutes (as usual) then dismiss to the     

Studio. We also hope you will stay for Fellowship after the 

10:00m service held in Voorhees Hall. 

 

Welcome Sundays are the last Sunday of the month –Since the 

fall of 2007, the last Sunday of the month has been designed to 

intentionally include persons of differing abilities from local 

group homes.  This service grew out of the desire to have a safe 

place for everyone to worship together. After the service all are 

invited to Voorhees Hall for light refreshments.   
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Published by the Mt. Sinai Congregational United Church of Christ formerly 
known as The Congregational Church in the Community of Old Man's, 
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month. Please, keep in mind that your submission may be edited for      

content and for space. Email mscc1@optonline.net for all submissions and 
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A Message from the Moderator 
 
 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the                       
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19) 
 
Our new constitution and bylaws have gone into effect as your new ministry boards and action teams start 
“doing church.” 
 
At our coffee fellowship following worship on December 17th,  the Voorhees Hall was buzzing with            
questions, comments, and the sounds of people talking about the new structure. Yet, I know the really 
"new" elements, especially worship teams, the personnel team, and the vice moderator position are the 
most difficult for folks to commit to, but I really believe that we’ll all become more comfortable as we see it 
kick in. This will take time. All of us, I’m certain, feel excited and, yes, maybe a little anxious, but I know in my 
heart that if we are patient with the process and with each other, we’ll see it all fall into place, board by 
board, team by team.  
 
At the congregational meeting on January 7th, our board leads will introduce the standing action team      
coordinators so that you can see how many of you have come forward. We still have some positions to fill, of 
course, so keep your hearts open to your church’s call to serve in this.  
 
Peace be with you, 
Sue 
 
P.S.: We’ll have our first Council meeting on January 24th. Note that that’s a Wednesday; Council has             
decided not to compete with AA for parking places on Tuesday evenings. 
 

Special Meeting of the Congregation 
 

The Executive Council has called a special meeting 
for Sunday, January 7th after the 10 am service. 

The purpose of the meeting is to install church officers for 2018 
and to vote on the proposed 2018 budget. 

Childcare will be extended. 



 

 

Finance Ministry Board 

  
About 30 people have volunteered to serve on the Action Teams of the Finance Ministry Board including 
Counting, Buildings & Grounds, Stewardship, Endowment and Auditing. With many hands the yoke should 
not be too burdensome for any individual. We still need two or three more individuals to serve on             
Stewardship and run our stewardship pledge campaign for next Fall. Stewardship can be one of the most 
creative and fun action teams to serve on. Give it a try. 
  
The Property Management Team has accepted an offer from a buyer to purchase the white house next 
door. The buyer has signed a contract. The sale of this tax-exempt property needs to be approved by the NY 
State Attorney General. Our lawyer is working out the details. 
 
Sincerely, 
Terry Burke 

 
The Board of Congregational Nurture  

 
The Board of Congregational Nurture is a newly formed board under the recent restructuring. We are 
guided by and comply with the Mt. Sinai Congregational Church, United Church of Christ Constitution and 
By-laws. The Board currently consists of the Board Lead, Diane Corson, and four Standing Action Teams led 
by Coordinators as follows: Caring Ministry - Barbara DeTurk, Fellowship - Dal Kittredge, Membership - Dennis 
Murphy and Youth Education - Stacey Humphreys. 
  
If you are interested in serving on any of the teams mentioned, are in need of information or services        
provided by any of these teams, or have suggestions for these teams, please contact the church office at 
631-473-1582 and we will contact you. You can also look for us at coffee hour on Sundays! 
 
 
  
 
Message from Caring Ministry: If you would like a visit from the Caring Ministry we encourage you to contact 
the church office so we are aware of your needs. We have teams who will visit you in the hospital, at home, 
in facilities upon request or send cards of concern and support. We sometimes hear of an illness or            
hospitalization or of someone who could have used a friendly, supportive visit after the fact so please      
contact us. 
  
Message from Fellowship: Help is needed to set up, serve and clean up for Coffee Hour on Sundays. Coffee 
Hour provides an excellent opportunity for fellowship. We can catch up with friends, meet and greet         
visitors, help new members feel more at home and learn about what is going on at Mt. Sinai Church. If you 
would like to be involved with fellowship but don't have a lot of time, this is a perfect opportunity to do one 
thing, one time during the year. There are clear written instructions on what to do and our Fellowship team 
will lead you through the process. Please sign up in Voorhees Hall or call the office. You can indicate if there 
is a particular Sunday you would like to host. Thanks! 
  

  



 

 

 

 
 

Hemidemisemiquavers 

By George Moravek 
 

The Three Village Chamber Players happy to announce our next concert! 

 
Thank you so much for coming to our October Concert and making it such a special event. The next Three 
Village    Chamber Players concert, on January 14th at 4pm, will feature beautiful string quartets by both   
Joseph Haydn and Felix Mendelssohn. Be sure not to miss this amazing performance! 
 
Program:  Written at the tail end of a residency in London and given its name for its “galloping” final     
movement, Joseph Haydn’s String Quartet No. 59  ‘Rider’, is a leading example of his ability to create endless 
expression in a form that was still finding its place in the western classical canon. The excitement continues 
with Felix Mendelssohn’s String Quartet No. 3 in D Major, a piece bursting with joy from its very first flourish 
and steeped in the tradition of string quartet writing developed by Haydn, amongst other masters. 
 
 Joseph Haydn 
 String Quartet No. 59 in G Minor 'Rider' 
 
 Felix Mendelssohn 
 String Quartet No. 3 in D Major, Op. 44 No. 1 
 

Natalie Kress - Violin 
Anna Tsukervanik - Violin 

Philip Carter - Viola 
Alison Rowe - Cello 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice Board 

  
Bruce Texeira the Board Lead for Social Justice would like to thank the following members for taking on the 
lead of the following action teams. 
 
 Food: Jaye Vedder 

 Shelter: Carol Wiebelt 

 Justice: Kathy Lahey 

 Wider Church: Tom Lyon 

 



 

     

 
 

Mount Sinai Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Cordially invites you to attend the 

 
Ordination Service 

for  
Mary Victoria Larson 

Sunday February 11th at 3 pm 
(in the event of snow, the alternate date will be February 25th) 

at 
Mount Sinai Congregational Church, UCC 
233 North Country Road, Mount Sinai, NY 

Reception to follow in Voorhees Hall 
 

Please RSVP by February 5th  
Phone:  631-473-1582 

email:  mscc1@optonline.net 

    

    

    

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Men’s Breakfast Group - Come be a part of the Men's Breakfast group. The 
group meets on alternative Wednesdays* starting at 7:30 a.m. at George's Kitchen 
located at 175 Sound Beach Blvd in Sound Beach across from the Fire Department. It 
is a buy-your-own event where men enjoy a range of low calorie (mainly oatmeal) to 
a host of higher calorie breakfasts. We have a motto, “What happens at the Men's 
Breakfast stays at the Men's Breakfast.” Need we say more? There is no fixed 
agenda but conversation flows freely. Come join us. No matter who you are or what 
you eat you are welcome. 
 
* Since many of you sometimes forget things, your e-mail can be placed on our dis-
tribution list with a reminder of which Wednesday we are meeting. E-mail our Infor-
mation Director Bob Schultz at bobschultzny@gmail.com.  

 

Coffee Talk - Everyone is invited to join us for coffee and conversation at George’s Kitchen in Sound Beach 
on a bi-weekly basis.  This is an informal "group" and we’ll talk about a lot of different things depending on 
where the conversation leads us.  For more information please call the church office at 631-473-1582. 
 Time:   9:00 am 
 Location: Georges Kitchen in Sound Beach 
 Dates:  January 11th and January 25th   
 
Lunch Bunch– Lunch Bunch will be meeting on January 10th  

The Women's Lunch Bunch meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 12:00 pm.  
Please call Marian Andersen at 631-744-9696 if you plan on attending. We meet at            
different local restaurants each month. This is a buy-your-own event where you are        
welcome to order whatever you like. There is a lot of great conversation and getting to 
know new people or touching base with those you have known for years.   
Come and join us. 
 
Friendly Circle Monday’s at 7:30 pm. Friendly Circle is an informal “group” of people who 

work on sewing, crocheting and knitting projects together and individually.  They make quilts for the Holi-
day Bazaar and work on projects to benefit non-profits, like Church World Service.  Friendly Circle meets 
every Monday at 7:30 pm in the Conference Room and you are invited to come down and check it out. 
 
 

 

 

Amazon Smile - Did you know that Amazon will donate .5% of the price of your eligible Amazon-
Smile purchases to Mt. Sinai Congregational Church whenever you shop on      
AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, 
same price, same service. You can also easily shop Amazon by clicking the       
Amazon button on the right side of our church website. Happy Shopping! 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

There is a possibility that any events on the calendar may change throughout the month. Any changes or updates can be found in the 
bulletin, on the website, or announced during worship services. 

 

Weekly Meetings (Unless otherwise noted) 
Mondays 7:30pm Friendly Circle (Conference Room) 

Wednesdays 5:30pm Yoga (Studio), 7:15pm - Interfaith Meditation Group (meets in the Sanctuary) 
Thursdays 5:00 pm - Girl Scouts (Voorhees Hall), 7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal 

Fridays 9:30am - Yoga (Studio) 
 
 

January 1 - January 6 

Monday  News Year Day - Office Closed 
Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (George’s Kitchen) 
Thursday  4:30pm - Staff meeting 
  

January 7 - January 13 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   10:00am – Communion Worship Service and Sunday School  
   11:00am - Special Meeting of the Congregation  
Wednesday  12:00pm - Lunch Bunch  
Thursday  9:00am – Coffee Talk (George’s Kitchen) 
   6:30pm - Youth Group 
Saturday  7:00pm - Songwriters Showcase Talent Show 
 

January 14 - January 20 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   9:00am - Congregational Nurture meeting (Conference Room) 
   10:00am – Worship Service and Sunday School 
   4:00pm - Concert - Three Village Chamber Players (Sanctuary) 
Monday  Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Office Closed 
Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (George’s Kitchen) 
Thursday  6:30pm - Youth Group 
 
January 21 - January 27 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Service 
   10:00am – Worship Service and Sunday School 
Wednesday  10:00am - Suffolk Association Church in Ministry meeting (Conference Room) 
   7:00pm - Council Meeting (Conference Room) 
Thursday  6:30pm - Youth Group 
Saturday   7:00pm – Songwriters Showcase 
 
January 28 - February 3 

Sunday   8:30am – Worship Communion Service 
   10:00am – Welcome Worship Service and Sunday School 
Wednesday  7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (George’s Kitchen) 
Saturday  12:00pm - Baby Shower (Voorhees Hall) 
 
 
 



 


