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Ash Wednesday Service in Voorhees Hall
February 14, 2018

Seven O’clock

On this day we begin our 40-day Lenten journey to discover who
we are created to be as God’s beloved

Contact Us

Early Service - 8:30 am worship includes Communion on a weekly
basis.

The

Early

Service

is

a

meditative

Communion

service. Beginning in silence you will be led in prayer, readings
from scripture, a short

devotional and then be served

Communion.

Rev. Ronald Wood
ronaldfwood@icloud.com

Traditional Sunday Worship is at 10:00 am every Sunday. Sunday
School is held during our 10:00am service.

Mt. Sinai Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
233 North Country Road
Mt. Sinai, NY 11766
Phone: 631-473-1582
Fax: 631-474-0556

We celebrate

Mary Larson, Licensed Minister
mary_larson@optonline.net

Communion the first Sunday of each month during our regular
worship times. Sunday School will be in session on Communion
Sundays where we explore the elements of Communion and
continue to learn the Lord’s Prayer. Children will remain in
service for the first 15 minutes (as usual) then dismiss to the
Studio. We also hope you will stay for Fellowship after the
10:00m service held in Voorhees Hall.

Welcome Sundays are the last Sunday of the month –Since the
fall of 2007, the last Sunday of the month has been designed to
intentionally include persons of differing abilities from local
group homes. This service grew out of the desire to have a safe
place for everyone to worship together. After the service all are

George Moravek, Organist
masqued88@optimum.net
Caroline Lavopa,
Christian Education Director
clavopa@optonline.net
Jennifer Piccolo,
Church Administrator
mscc1@optonline.net

Find Us Online
Email
If you want to be added to our
email list, email
mscc1@optonline.net

invited to Voorhees Hall for light refreshments.
Website
www.msucc.org

Message from the Moderator

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:1-5
I don’t know how many of you know this, but my son, Max, is a minister in a rather unusual yet Orthodox
church in San Francisco, the St. John Coltrane African Orthodox Church. And, yes, that is a reference to the
jazz saxophonist, John Coltrane! The worship service at St. John’s follows the Antiochian liturgy of the
Eastern orthodox churches set to the jazz tunes of Coltrane’s most famous composition, A Love Supreme,
among others. To attend one of the services at St. John’s is to experience a “sound baptism,” as one gives
oneself over to the music and the many improvisations created out of the Spirit working in the musicians.
The people who attend worship at St. John’s greet each other with the expression, “One mind.” It is a
greeting of humility, of devotion, of acknowledgement of service in the name of the love Jesus showed us
how to have for all creation.
I sense a strong “one mindedness” among our congregation. These are exciting times for Mt. Sinai Church,
and if you haven’t found yet how you’d like to participate, new opportunities open themselves to you at
every worship service, every board meeting, every team activity, every fellowship gathering. From collecting
cleaning supplies for the bucket challenge to deciding, “yes, I will join that team,” there is something for you
to do to manifest the “same mind in you that was in Christ Jesus.” And, after all, isn’t that what church
people do—bear witness to the living Christ in our lives, our church, our world?
One mind!
Sue

Social Justice
Island Heart Food Pantry – Serving our Community
Adults Children Over 60

Total

Families

November 2017

856

830

216

1902

411

December 2017

532

353

136

1021

253

Greetings from the Search Committee
Report for January
Currently the Search Team has reviewed all of the pastoral profiles submitted at this time. After meeting to
discuss a system of evaluating written profiles, committee members have reviewed and ranked profiles,
having developed a group ranking system. We have also use online research and some additional
resources. We have developed our questions for interviewing. They are being been fine tuned by one of
our team members.
In January we anticipate receiving more applications with a closing period of applications currently on
January 31st. We have contacted our strongest candidates and have expressed our interest. It is our hope
to start contacting for interviewing in January. We are also hopeful to obtain more profiles in January as
we have increased the visibility of our Local Church Profile on our Church’s new website.
Special thanks to Charlaine Apsel for her efforts in assisting us in the transition with our church’s new website. We are now on the front page for members to review our local church profile and our updates and
other information can be also found in the Contact Staff Link under Personnel Ministry.
Submitted by Liz Navaretta
Secretary, Search Committee

Message from the Finance Committee
The Finance Committee presented the 2018 budget to the congregation at the annual meeting on January
7th. The congregation voted to approve the $323,000 budget.
In addition, the Finance Committee approved moving bank-held certificates of deposit, $221,643.33 of the
Wicks Fund, and $150,000 of the Hallock Fund, to a professionally managed Merrill Lynch account to achieve
better growth of our assets over time. The Hallock Fund will be managed to achieve long term support of the
missions and programs of our Church. The Wicks funds will be managed to produce stable income for the
maintenance of the Church.
The Endowment Team met with the financial advisor for the Dream Fund investments for an annual review of
our account with Janney Montgomery Scott, LLC. Thanks to the hard work of the church members who
initiated the Dream Fund, and to its early donors, the Dream Fund is off to a good start with a kernel of
$40,000 invested. The founding members of the Dream Fund are Rich Winkler, Lynn Jordan, Dennis Murphy,
Bob Schultz and Bruce Texeira.
Most importantly, the founders of the Dream Fund have established an important vehicle for our Church to
be able to receive bequests in wills, trusts, charitable gift annuities, assignment of life insurance, and
transfers of property from donors wishing to express their faith and devotion to God and the work of our
Church. The general purpose of the Dream Fund is to enhance the work of our Church beyond the general
operation of the congregation. The Dream Fund is an expression of faith in, and hope for, the future of our
Church.

Social Justice Board
Our Bucket Challenge! Over the next two months, MSUCC will lead the way in the 2018 Church World Service
Disaster Relief Bucket Challenge! Long Islanders know what it’s like to be struck by a natural disaster and that
the recovery can take months, even years. With the particularly large array of disasters across the US in 2017,
millions of people lost their homes, communities, and loved ones. To begin the recovery process, thousands of
packages of supplies assembled by volunteers were shipped to our neighbors in need and now it’s time to stock up
for the future! Our challenge? 100 BUCKETS!!
Ways to Get Involved?
• Over the next 2 months, grab Bucket Slips, purchase item(s) and bring to church. Keep an eye on
our chart to see our progress and what is needed.
• Go outside our church walls and invite your school, workplace, scout troop, youth group, friends, family to
join. Set a challenge/goal for your group!
• Have fundraisers and purchase items.
• Collect items in front of stores.
• Donate funds for shipping costs.
Please leave items in bin up till March 18th. Assembling of buckets on March 25th(time TBA). Completed
buckets must be in by March 25th
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid
Four scouring pads
Seven sponges, including one large
One scrub brush
Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)
One 50 oz/two 25 oz. bottle(s) liquid laundry detergent
One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs non-surgical, non-latex gloves
One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton
One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent

All cleaning items must be new and securely tightened. Place all items into the bucket, making sure they are
packed securely to avoid damage during shipment.
for more information see display in Voorhees Hall or contact:
Kathy Lahey 631-255-3144 klahey@optonline.net
Barbara & Tom Lyon 631-928-4317 Tomlyon6@gmail.com
Join the in the Mt. Sinai Congregational Church Justice Board at the 6th annual Long Island Rising flashmob/
march through Port Jefferson as we continue to stand against abuse and violence against women and girls. In
solidarity with people in over 200 countries, we will meet at 407 E. Main Street, Port Jefferson, on February
14th at 6:30 pm. Bring signs. We will meet up following event at the Steamroom. Interested in flashmobbing?
Rehearsals Sundays 5 pm (1/28 & 2/4) and Wednesdays 7 pm (1/31 & 2/7). ALL ARE WELCOME!
https://www.facebook.com/events/419435251806453/
Contact Kathy Lahey for Info: Klahey@optonline.net 631-255-3144

The Board of Congregational Nurture
The Board of Congregational Nurture would like to thank the following people for serving as coordinator of
our standing action teams; Caring Ministry - Barbara DeTurk, Fellowship - Dal Kittredge, Membership - Dennis
Murphy and Youth Education - Stacey Humphreys.
If you are interested in assisting on a project of any of the teams mentioned, are in need of information or
services provided by any of these teams, or have suggestions for these teams, please contact the
appropriate action team lead and they would be happy to assist you. You can also look for us at coffee hour
on Sundays!

Message from Membership: Dear Members and Friends, We (Jane Carter, Nancy West, Rich Winkler, Patrice
Perreca, Mary Angrisani, Diane Murphy, Bill Wiebelt, Patti Texeira and I had our first meeting this month and
decided to initially concentrate on these questions:
• Our records show that we are a 463 member church. Are we really?
• As we say in our announcements, “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey you are
welcome here.” How well do we communicate this message to the wider community?
• Once a person enters our doors, how well do we welcome, nurture and set them on a path to full
membership in our church?
Please fell free to add your thoughts to our conversation! Talk to any one of us and you can e-mail Dennis Murphy, Coordinator, murphyde@optonline.net.
Message from Caring Ministry: If you would like a visit from the Caring Ministry we encourage you to contact
the church office so we are aware of your needs. We have teams who will visit you in the hospital, at home,
in facilities upon request or send cards of concern and support. We sometimes hear of an illness or
hospitalization or of someone who could have used a friendly, supportive visit after the fact so please
contact us.
Message from Fellowship: Help is needed to set up, serve and clean up for Coffee Hour on Sundays. Coffee
Hour provides an excellent opportunity for fellowship. We can catch up with friends, meet and greet
visitors, help new members feel more at home and learn about what is going on at Mt. Sinai Church. If you
would like to be involved with fellowship but don't have a lot of time, this is a perfect opportunity to do one
thing, one time during the year. There are clear written instructions on what to do and our Fellowship team
will lead you through the process. Please sign up in Voorhees Hall or call the office. You can indicate if there
is a particular Sunday you would like to host. It is always nice to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or any
other special occasion by honoring them at a coffee hour. Thanks!

A Grief Support Group is being offered in the conference room beginning February
17, 2018. Four sessions will be offered from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. per session. The dates
are Feb. 17, Feb. 24, Mar. 3 and Mar. 10. There is no fee and all are who are looking for
a safe and caring place to explore the various aspects of the grief process are
welcome. Registration is requested so we know the number to expect. Please call
Jenn Piccolo, Office Administrator at 631-473-1582 to register or if you have questions.
You can attend one or all of the sessions.

Mount Sinai Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Cordially invites you to attend the
Ordination Service
for
Mary Victoria Larson
Sunday February 11th at 3 pm
(in the event of snow, the alternate date will be February 25th)
at
Mount Sinai Congregational Church, UCC
233 North Country Road, Mount Sinai, NY
Reception to follow in Voorhees Hall
Please RSVP by February 5th
Phone: 631-473-1582
email: mscc1@optonline.net
Women’s Potluck & Bible Study Led by Patrice Perreca
February 27th at 5:00pm at Patrice Perraca’s home. We will come face to face with women
from the Bible and other saints; reading, talking, and journaling through their stories in the
hope that as we learn about each of them, their strengths & weaknesses, trials & triumphs,
we will discover new things about ourselves as well!
Contact Patrice at patricevp@gmail.com or call 631-744-7077 if you are interested
in participating.

Old Man’s News
Published by the Mt. Sinai Congregational United Church of Christ formerly known as The Congregational
Church in the Community of Old Man's, Miller’s Place & Rocky Point, established 1789. If you would like something in the church’s monthly newsletter, the deadline is the 15th of every month. Please, keep in mind that
your submission may be edited for content and for space. Email mscc1@optonline.net for all submissions
and questions. Thank you!

There is a possibility that any events on the calendar may change throughout the month. Any changes or updates can be found in the
bulletin, on the website, or announced during worship services.
Weekly Meetings (Unless otherwise noted)
Mondays 7:30pm Friendly Circle (Conference Room)
Wednesdays 5:30pm Yoga (Studio), 7:15pm - Interfaith Meditation Group (meets in the Sanctuary)
Thursdays 5:00 pm - Girl Scouts (Voorhees Hall), 7:30pm - Choir Rehearsal
Fridays 9:30am - Yoga (Studio)

February 1 - February 3
Saturday
Private Party (Voorhees Hall)
February 4 - February 10
Sunday
8:30am – Worship Service
9:00am - Youth Education meeting
10:00am – Communion Worship Service and Sunday School
Monday
7:00pm - Course in Miracles (Studio)
Thursday
9:00am – Coffee Talk (George’s Kitchen)
No Youth Group - Join us on Saturday for Messy Church
Saturday
6:00pm - Messy Church - Valentine’s Celebration
February 11 - February 17
Sunday
8:30am – Worship Service
10:00am – Worship Service and Sunday School
3:00pm - Mary’s Ordination (Sanctuary)
Monday
6:30pm - Caring Ministry (Voorhees Hall)
Wednesday
7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (George’s Kitchen)
12:00pm - Lunch Bunch
7:00pm - Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary)
Thursday
6:30pm - Youth Group
Saturday
10:00am - Grief Support Group (Conference Room)
February 18 - February 24
Sunday
8:30am – Worship Service
9:00am - Congregational Nurture meeting (Conference Room)
10:00am – Worship Service and Sunday School
Monday
Presidents Day - Office Closed
7:00pm - Course in Miracles (Studio)
Thursday
9:00am - Coffee Talk (George’s Kitchen)
6:30pm - Youth Group
Saturday
10:00am - Grief Support Group (Conference Room)
February 25 - February 28
Sunday
8:30am – Worship Communion Service
10:00am – Welcome Worship Service and Sunday School
Wednesday
7:30am - Men’s Breakfast (George’s Kitchen)
10:00am - Suffolk Association Church in Ministry meeting (Conference Room)
5:00pm - Women’s Pot Luck Bible Study (Patrice Perreca’s Home)
7:00pm - Council Meeting (Conference Room)

